To: AEP Port Captain Gen. Mgr. From: Mark Kuntz 304-242-7122 2/10/01 1

JAATFE

EER

3]
[

2701,

rJ

February 10, 2001 r

Docket Management Lacility

U1.S. Department of Transportation
Room PL ---401. 400 Scventh St SW
Washington, DC 20590-0001

RE: Dockel » (LISCG 2000-6931) - U/W
To Whom Tt May Concern:

The lollowing are comments regarding the current NPRM tiled “Fire-Suppression
Systems and Voyage Planning for Towing Vesscls™.

As an operator ol Tnispected towing vessels T sirongly oppose this rule as currently
written.

Comment 1) | request additional public mectings on this subject so that Western Rivers
concerns can be heard. T suggest Huntinglon, W.Va. as there 1s a large and active port
association there,

Comment 2) Vovage Planning: Just what constitutes a voyage on the Western Rivers? Our
operations usually involve multiple stops and low changes in a day’s time. T have gone
through as many as 3 pages of log sheets in a single 24-hour period with as many as 12 or
more achivity entries each. At imes 1t gets difTicult o slay ahead ol the log work let alone
attemping to develop a “Vovage Plan™ between cach of these stops and starts, Lven if it is a
malter ol simply changmg direction this oceurs very oflen.

Additionally. yvou have placed the time of lilling oul the require mformation at around 30
minutcs, Just a casual purusal of the information listed as required in the NPRM indicates
o me this is underslated. Simply gaging barge dralls i a 15 barge low would easily
exceed the 30 minutes stated. Lven at a rate of 30 minutes the time requirement per day
could easily exceed multiple hours. On our two walch system this would have severe
negative conscquenccs on operations as we would have to be stopped while futilling this
requirement. Fven il the delimtion ol a “Voyage™ could be clearly made the inherent
difficultics in fufilling this requirement would remain.

In summarv 1 belicve that the requircment for Vovage Plang has no usctul or meaningful
purpose on the Western Rivers and would hurt the inland towing industry. We have access
to shorc and shorc-basced assistance at nearly all times.

‘Thank vou for the oportunity to comment on this proposcd rulemaking.

Sinccrely.
Capt. Mark D. Kunt.
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